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A Note from
the Publisher

My note this time is going to be brief. | know | have
promised this before, but this time | really mean it! I'm
really happy with the mail we've been getting in the last
two months or so. So many people have written in to say
good things about Cerebus and | want you all to know
that the mail is THE EVENT around here. We savour
every good letter and fret and worry (especially Dave!)
over every word of reproach in any letter. | hope that you
realize that the whole idea of Cerebus is to make
something the fans can really enjoy. So what you say
about Cerebus means a great deal to us. We do it so you
can enjoy it and because we like to believe that you are
much more intelligent than what | feel some other
publishers (I won’t name any names) like to believe. So
thanks for all the letters of encouragement and
discouragement. We can’t know what you think of all this
if you don't let us know!! I'll see you next issue.

Do

Inc., Windsor, Ontario.

VOL. 1 NO. 26 MAY, 1981

Publisher
Denise Loubert

Cerebus Fan Club

c/o Fred Patten

11863 West Jefferson Blvd.
Culver City, California

90230

Membership . . . $5.00 per year

Back Issues and Subscriptions
Now and Then Books

103 Queen St. South
Kitchener, Ontario

Original Art (interior pages)
THE ARTMAN

1620 Valley Street

Fort Lee, New Jersey

07024

Original Art (covers)

Dave Sim

221 Queen St. South #1401
Kitchener, Ontario

N2G 1W5

QERERBS

If you want information on Cerebus

(news, quotes, etc.) contact our
Publicity Agent:

Robert W. Rittinger
24 Cait Ave. #4
Kitchener, Ontario

{ CEREBUS THE AARDVARK is published fifteen times a year by Aardvark-Vanaheim Press,
221 Queen St. South#1401, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, N2G 1WS5, including three “Swords of
Cerebus” in January, May and September. All contents 1981 Dave Sim. Any inquiries
regarding use of the characters, images, or situations depicted should be addressed to Denise
Loubert. No unauthorized reproduction allowed except for review or other Journalist
purpose. Advertising rates furnished on request. Printed in Canada by Preney Print & Litho
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Cerebus the Aardvark

THE REGENCY -~ IEST'S QLPEST AND MOST
LAVIBH HOTEL L, AND CEREBLS’ LAST HOFE
IN HIS SEARCH FOR A ROOM ANC Fooc!

HE CAREIES WITH HINM A LAST FEW FIECES
e OF (O0OT HE INTENDS TO SELL ON THE BLACK
MARKET IN THE SFRAWLING PORT CITY,,,

HE PREPARES HIMSELF FOR THE INEVITABLE
BATILE WITH THE HOTEL 6LARTS -- AN INCONVENIENCE
THAT ORDINARILY KEEPS THE EARTH -Fle AWAY
FRON) SlICH SNOBBISH ESTABLISHMENTS ...

‘ HE 15 GRATEFLL THAT HIS ,' L
MooP I8 S0 &RV - IT WILL 4

MAKE THE J0B OF INTIMIDATING 73
THE DESK CLERK EASIER! [P

1LERRE

h“t [ ,..-.'u:
by 7
'Hl"l.l 4;:

¥
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UL

ANP THE EARTH-F1E'S8 MOOP, AV PENED BY
ENDLESE MILES OF SWAMF 15 eRIM, INPEELD!
HE BCOWIS AT THELESK CLERK EVEN A% HE
.EMEES ??:’E iﬂSEV

''''''
o g

"THEY MUST BREED THEM FOR (R
ARROGANCE " THINKS THE NO ROOMS,
DARVARK A% HE APPROACHES,
NOLEILY...

imi |r|l|l'l|lll"”.ﬂlll_
T e pr e e g

T

CEREEBLUS HAS JUST CARKIED
THIS SACK OVER FIFTY MILES
THEROLIEY THE WORST SWANMFS N
ESTARCION -- MOW-- 1F oLl CON'T
WANT CEREELS TO FORCE-FEELD
YL TO ONE OF THOSE STONE

. LIONZ OUTSICE, YOLU...

Gl PP YOu
R 20 ‘CereBus!
=

HeN®@Y! TAKE

OVER FOR ME! J3

I'M SORRY, IR, WE HAP
NO APVANCE NOTICE OF :
YOUR ARRIVAL . T'LL SHOW

You TO YOUR ROOM,...
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iy i %Lgﬂéﬂg}l}; g
IF YOU'LL LEAVE YQUR : B
BAG POWN HERE, ONE OF . £ EATINS...
OUR BQO¥s WILL TAKE - T
M.

THAT'S WHY
CERPEBUS
|5 KEEFING
IT WITH

i

ACTUALLY, T WAS
THINKING MORE ALONG
THE LINES OF A BATH

HERE IN YOUR ROOM ,

I TOOK THE LIEEETY
OF HAYING ONE
LAy ForR Yol...

O A )

T
N Wnn

WITHIN THE

CEREBUS INPIRESSES
SLOWLY -- HE NOW HAP
; A ROOM AN WoULY
[ . BooN HAVE FOOP.

wWIHY, THEN, WAS

HiB MOOP SETTING
MMZBE /NSTEALZ
OF BETTERZ
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CEREBUS WANTS
TO TALK ABOUT
aﬂﬁ?:u

THIS BEP
CARPET
TREATMENT

GOING TO PUT
IN CEREELIS'

CEREBUS FIBUREDP

Ll R ey

THERE WAS A

WHEN CEREBUS' FUR CETS
WET, IT TAKES A STRONG

STOMACH TD STAY IN
THE V/CINITY...

WHY-- \F (T WOULPN'T INSLET
You, OF COURSE THE MPN -
AGEMENT WOULV BE HONOURED
IF You WOULF S1AY HERE

A% OUR BUEST /

CEREBLS WOULPN'T |
BE INSULTED...

THIS BETTER
BE ecdopo!

R e e
R, S
A |
R

&5

g

R N A
,:. +._|_ o ]
S . A o
St B w
el 5, L. CE
e i -

N

L e . .:E::".

i\ l’:*'l lw‘:’lﬁ -r:j. .- -: :-
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L SEE WHAT
YOU SASFE
MERN

S SORT OF LINGERS
IN THE AIE--
DOEEN'T ITZ

- ="
™
= =

o

B cHALL WE ADTOURN
T0 THE FINING
ROOM Z

MOST ASSURETLY --
YOU'LL NEEP

T/E, HOWEVER



IT WAS AlL THE DESK CLERK'S FILILT, CEREBLS PECIPED! THE EARTH-PI6 HAP ARRIVED GUITE REAPY TO FIGHT FOR A ROOM ANP THE
CLERK WAS TAKING PERVERSE SATISFACTION OUT OF MAKING THE WHOLE AIROCESS TUO EASY,, CEREBLS INTENDED T0 START

A FIGHT WITH SOMEONE /F IT TOOK THE WHOLE REST OF THE EVENING,

= - — r— " 1 —

o ; : L % g ; ) ; = o

p B

S .
-

S
F L

KINP OF A..

YOU EXPECT CEREBUS
TO EAT IN THE MIPPLE
OF A CROWP=Z WHAT

——— .
qﬂqnavuq“u i
S o

a W

CERTAINLY ,
SR, !

CEREBLS WANTS PRIME RIB
OF YAK WITH RUM ANP RAISIN
SALICE..,

WE'VE SET ASIPE A
PREIVATE EOOM FOE
You, 5IR.

FIUR BOTTLES
OF CHATEAL
PEHRSION.,.

MHAPZEN-- HOLLAND M. HAPPEN
OF HAPDEN, HACTEN ANP DIPF
1 SIMPLY CAWN'T JELL YOU WHAT

&0 AWAY 0R CEReBUS
IS &0ING TO STE | P- J

MINE" YOUR FACE,

g OH! HAHAHA ! yo5.
VERY 600V. T WANT
TO ASK YoU TO

CONSIDER.,,

6OL7-PLATED

I STREETLAMFS !
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AND FORZ
PEASERT, ANY
FRUIT THAT'S

OUT OF SENSON

5 "
5 "
o

4T a e e

-'...... "-._- e e e

o

-
"
W

SECONPS!




FIVE SECONDS ... HARPLY
ENoUeH TIME FOR A
FULL-ACALE PRESENTATION
AS IT'M SLURE Yoy'LL
AGREE, SIR,,,

s AND TOGIVEYOU TH(S
CERTIFEPLHEQUE FOR
SEVENHUNLREE (ESTAN
CROWNS PAYABLETD.,..

..BUT! TImE ENoueH
TO MENTION HADDEN L TO REMING YOU ELP-FLATED STREET-

HAQPPEN ANP DIFP LAMPE ARE A 600P INVESTMENT A4
ONE MOFE TIME WELL 44 AN LINBEATABRLE TOLIRIST

CROWNS

ANIZ ALL T ASK 15
THAT You REMEMEEE..,

[ 1 )
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GREELY-*
NEV GREELY

I SEE THAT WE HAVE AN

LUNPERSTANPING --S0RRY
TO HMNE INTERRLIFTED

you

Tatd: J";i
T
L‘;fﬁ;:_ 4

%
\

R
(S
!

e
LS
] 1 l‘%—}‘ﬁh

f
o

L
B

e
+

£
s

PP YOU BEING
YOUR CHEQUE BOOKZ

FROM FAR AWAY HAVE T
COME TO SEE FAMOUS

THE AARPVARK CEREBUS

i, FLEASE

CHEQUES AND BANK REERF: mosT
VRALBHTS FORR OVER Rl W GRENTLY !

FIVE THOLSANE i CLOSE ENOUGH.

CROWNS ... R HAVE A £EAT.
i . I AM TELLING
FLaRE You SOMETHING,
'~ e Fe h k o oy :
— %,

wANI? THEY HAVEN'T

EVEN BROUSHT
THE WINE YET,

TIME FOR CEFEBLUS
T0 AsK SOMEBOZY
S0ME QU/ESTIONS.
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SEWAGE 15 PROBLEM MUCH SAVING. EASY
SOLVING -- BUILP PIPES TO INSTALL, RERUCE
Mmﬂmfﬁwar TO PERCENT SMELL

THE SBEWAGE: OF FIETY? MO MORE!

I AM TELLING You THERE 1S TOO MUCH SEWAGE!

NAME WILL BE sCoRZ OF SCORZ, SCORZ ANDP

SONS, TEST BEPUIN, SERREA SINCE /Z6&
--Il'ﬁ‘.

.........

"
++++++
B e e e e

e
e
.......

AN WHAT Do You
HOFE CEREBUS
CAN B2 FOR YoU. 2

AM ALL T ASKING
IS5 FAMOUS THE
AARTVAEK ..,

T - -P0- YOU/- WANT- FAMOUS
SEWAEE PIPES ANP SR TR Rt e | gﬁ%ﬂdﬂgy ?g?;EEM
S{Z‘.{EE’E, SEORZ AN SNVS +:=+ ‘.:n-.::- % ' i+ r= FW?

-

o
-

e

'''''''
_______

""""""""
_________

ALREADY
TREP! SENP
LETTERS, JUNIOR

Pﬁﬁ?mﬁmﬁp FINALLY 60 TO PALNU
eee CONTACT HEAP OF

PURCHASING COMMA
GOVERNMENTAL MYSELE

NATURALLY FOR TALKING
Ar LOEP JULIUS ! FAMOUS
THE AARDPVARK 15 FAMOUS
SIFERVIS0R OF THE STAFF
KITCHEN., TALK AT LORD

sam
lllll
|||||

RN

o

4 15 VERY VERY
LONEG LONE STORY
«MAY BE BOKING
FAMoLIS THE AARPVARK

DON'T WORRKY, AANMOLIS
HASN'T EUE;J HAD
TALK AT LORY JULIUS i ety 4 — s —\ 1
SEWAGE " YOUBELFE I DRIVE T THROUGH >—

‘ FAMOUZ' BRAIN,
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HEAD OF FLURCHASING cOMMA GOVERNMENTAL TELL ME HE IS TAKE ONLY CARE OF PEFARTIMENT oF WTEKIOR

TELL SCORZ "60 SEE BASKIN'., 60 SEE BASKIN, TALK AT BASKIN "SEWAGE. SEWABE SEWAGE " BASKIN
L;:s-:w "INGLIRIES REBARTING FUBLIC UTILITIES ARE 10 BE DIRECTED TD THE LINPERSECRETARY OF THE
INTERNAL SECURITY TASK FORCE ON AGING IN THE HOME, " SCORZ Filt OUT FORMS FOR HOUR AND

AHALF, TWO WEEKS LATER SL0RZ GET OFFICIAL COMMIUNICATION FIZOM OFEICE OF THE LINPERSECRETARY

OF THE °EXTERNAL AFFAIRS TASK FORCE ON AGING /N THE STREETS" INSIPE, SCORT EIND FORMAL
PECLARATION OF WAR AND /NVITATION TO FESTIVAL OF FETLUNIAS,"

LNFORTUNATELY, 5C0RZ HAPZ MO ARMY ANEG NO PLACE TO RENT COSTUME, COMES IN NEXT CoMMUNICATION
SFECIAL ONE-TIME-ONLY, TD0-6000- T0- TIRULY- BE OFFER, JFEICE OF COMMUNICATIONS ANZ OBFUSCATION
MAKE AVANLARE To VALUED CUBTOMERS A DIRECTORY OF FALNI'S EXECUTIVES, STLIDY 6ROUFE ANP
PEFARTMENT HEADS! SMALL CHAREE FolZ HANFLING, WITH TAX, CONSLILTING FEE ANP LABIUE CHIREES,

GIRECTORY COME TD ONLY RORTY-NINE (ROWNS, TWOD WEEKS LATER COMES NEXT NIOTE "0OWINE T0 INCEEASED
(O5TS, PIRECTORY NOW (087 TWO HUNPRED ANE FORTY- NINE CROIWNS, BENP MORE MONEY WITH
COURIER."

NEXT LETTER ARRIVES FIFOM THE (FFICE OF CENTRAL INFORMATION. LETTER THANKSE SL0RZ, 5507 AND

SONE FOR CONTRIBLUTION TO LOFDP JULIUS' STLPY GL0LF EXAMINING METRYFULITEAN FORESTRY. LETER
AFLLIGIZER FoR PELAY IN ANSWERING, SCOFZ. WEITE LETTER 70 STLIPY ER0LF FEMANPING CoFY OF
DICECTORY. NEXT LETTER ARRIVE, STUPY BEOLF Flesa VED BY LORE JULILS OWING T0 LACK OF

ROREST AIGEAS IN METROFILITAN CENTRES, LETTER S4AY LORL JULINE CONSIDERING [PEA OF A
PIEECTORY. WILL BET BACK TO 500RZ.
EVERY TIME MALIL ARRIVE 5C0RZ BREAK OLIT IN HIVES,
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R T.aT] e P 5
S AEATNGS T pris L BVEC

":l.--' 'I-‘r'-;. ; .I'."-"I' i :.".'"'u'.':: .-'-"'- -'"]'?-"";Il";f'lf'.
A CASE FOR CEKEBLS
BECOVUNE AN ENFLOVEE
(I BOOREZ BOORE AN
SONS,,

BUT THE EARTH- Fié ‘s
THOLIGHTS ARE ALEEALY
ELSEWHERE A= HE
THINKS BACK T His
CAdYs IN FALNY,

HE /5 NOT 50 GREATLY SUKFRISELR BY His RECEFTION, VOW, HE
FEMEMBERS THE LINS 5 OF BLUSNESSMEN, CABINET VIN/ISTERS
ANE UNDERLINGS THAT ALY FASSED THROUEH THE [FOORS OF
[ OFZ JULILIS OFFICE, ALL WITH THE SAME PISGLSTING LOOK OF
WELL- PRESSED FECHARS WHINING FIE A HAND-OLT HE VOW
SAN ACROSE THE TABLE,

SIPEING THOLGHTEULLY FIROM HIS FINGER-BOWL CEREBL'S

FECIPES THAT HE HAS HAP ENOUGH OF THIS AGEEGIVATION,

THERE WAS ONLY ONE THING THAT WOULEP ALLEWATE Hi5
FOUL MOOP,

CECEBLIE HAP 70 FIND SOMEONE 70 BEAT LIF!
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TO TELL YaU THE TRUTH, LORE JLULILIS

ALEEAPY HAS A FLAN FORE FPALNU'S

LEWREE - HE INTENPS TO HANE IT

MOLTEP INTO HUBE BALLE AND

EOLLEP POWNHILL INTD ONLIU

TERRITORY, CEREBIS HAS TO
LEAVE NOW...

THE NERVES OF
A FIVEEBOAT
GCAMBLER!

EASILY ONE OF
THE TOF THEEE
NESCTIATORS
IN ESTARCION

WHAT
FANAcHE!

You CAN SEE
WHY LOEF JULILS
TRUSTS HIM WITH
SUCH A SENSITINE
CABINET F2sSITION

IF T HAP
SOMEONE
LIKE HINY 0N

STAFF

T'LL BET You
PoN'T REMEMEBER,

ME.

CEEEEE:, S|
IF T CoLLP
JUST TALK
TO Youl
mElll

'uﬂ!llllﬂ-“

o

L MET You IN
PALNL DURING

YOU'RE BUSY, THE FESTIVAL .

SR

T'VE BEEN
WaITINe FoE
AW HOUE! |F
WE couLp?

JUST...

IFT CouLr?

HAVE B MINUTE
or A&4,.,

THE &UILP
OF

NOW WHO DPOES CEREBLIS HATE
ENOUBH IN IEST TO BEAT

UF.--?

T
L
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' 3
ﬂlﬁ?ﬁ‘ EiE' IIM

VON CROVPER! h
WAITING RoF MR,

e THERE'S AN EXTEA a

YOU IF WE REACH
THE DOCKS WITHIN

il "I-'ll [ LLLETET]

p-

I

.‘ul' |
i‘

=

gy o
4
]
)

i
‘1'
UL

(TLL LR

F
il

I-JIIr
[
‘;I
)

MFK, CAKRON WILL
HAVE TO FINI

ANP PE 6RATEFUL
THAT T UON'T HAVE
URCHIN,,, !

GET ALY FROM THAT
UTILE HOODLUM.,

YU JUST MAPE
MISTER
CARKON .. !
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MAYBE THIS WILL
;ﬁ%@ﬁcg / TEACH YOU TO NOT

ALL RIeHT!
TALK BACK TO ) THATS
YOUR Beriers! :

aNoueH! |

THAT CANE HAS BEEN IN MY
FAMILY FoR A HUNDEED YEARS,
You AMISSHAPEN LITILE

BUTTER SNIPE ...

A

=
=

LT
) ,J',%

T WAS WILLING TD
LET vYou 60 AFTER

A FEW PLUNITVE
BLONS ..

:
@
=

NOW, ALTHOUGH T
VEFLORE VIOLENCE
IN THE STREETS

FP

T AM AFRAIP 1 SHALL HAVE
TO JHIRASH You TO WITHIN AN

INCH OF YOUR WORTHLESS LIFE

WHENEVER
YOU'RE REAPY,

BLONDIE!

e

e

AR kLR
o
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(EREBUST

.l.-.
T B

i L]

%
3
z

L SHALL TEY MY BEST

2
N
-4
=]

CEFEBUS HAS
BEEN WAITING
ALL PAY FOR

THIS, BLONPIE!

r_ | _“_. _*M.A.

__ WL H_mmﬂ.ﬁ“__ ___

|
|
1 _r_ ._H i r -."‘._”.—._

i .__.
il
e
\

oG

(il

_”_,..___ﬁ—
{ “ﬁf j
ety ..T
A
ek

!

—.l

WELL, THIS /S
A STROKE OF
LUCK.

I'M SUEE
IT'S THE LEAST

I CAN PO...

CEREBUS
|5 E0INE TO
BEAT YoU TO

OF CAEFON,
McKIEL AN

)

BENN

AFTER BEING
SUCH AN ABSOLUTE

HEKE, LET ME

MAKE IT EAS/ER
FOR You..,

T

CEREBUS POESN
BELIEVE THIS,,,

You MEAN YOU'KE JUST 60ING TO
BEATS YoU TO A PULPZ

STANF THERE WHILE CEREEUS

L
=9
)

35

EEZ

ﬂﬂm

m@ﬂ

Q9

T
D>
nEE

SEs

AW@

EREAT HELP TO FALNU
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74

HIT
HIN

ANG THAT
Z HukH..

T ZEmmR
5. L]

YOURE NoT
FOOLING

N\

IF MY PARTNERS FiINP
aur THAT I MET
(EREBUS THE

AARPVARK
eVE MEMY
OR ILLn,TLL

3
3

:
hy
X
N
N
:
3
:
3

g
N
e
3
:
:
:

HAS BEEN
TRYING TO

GET A CONTRACT
WITH FALNU

MY ComranNy

T'MLETTING You
BEAT ME LFP!

i
i
nlh m f

Yol

PIRECTORY,
LITTLE SWINE

\

E/VE ME MY COFY OF

0
p
Il &.*._H"w__.__ﬂ__,.ﬁ”-. ‘ m__._ﬂ

M
o
:__a: » \

§
(Rl
e TN ___‘._ __”“._

§
_M.wpm,ﬁ_, .» 5.“

THE

g ‘._._,,.ﬁ..;hﬂ:___
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ANY SPECIFIC
APPRESS, SIK=

AYE, BUT FIRST

CEREBLS 15
E0INE TO NEED
A FIFTY POUNP
SACK OF FLOURE,

THAT MiéHT BE
PIFFICULT, SIE. ALL
THE SHOPS ARE

CLOSED...

CEREBUS 15
WILLING TO
FaY FIFTY

CROWNS

THERES A BROCER
IN THE NEKT

STREET, 5/,

YOU'RE GUITE
SURE THAT'S

WHEEE You
WANT T0 &0,

SIR2

CEREBUS
HIRED You TO

PRIVE NOT
0 ASK sTURIP

QUESTIONS,

J fl T AT o

iR Mok
muck runoive ([RERSESNIE
‘ LATER.., |' i H N
.I |' Iil .| || I| .| “ ;.II H .I.-- ._-.-. .

i
WHAT'S THIS mil
ALL ABOUT= | X
(1]
o you HMGW 'i._ _ '.'-__
WHAT TIME... & ||||
S
ety =

i ] S A

> {

i "".'T;- T

X5 | A ot
- | e ib‘

A LIVE ONE T2
IN THE CAB... :

‘ NEVER MIND + Ol *
THAT--I é0T N\
s b

— —

- . WILLING TO PAY e
A FVE CROWNS _

U o - fieTY POUND
—-\Ene OF H:m:wf
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IF YOU'WE 60T ONE

HANDY, T'LLSPLIT

THE FIVE WITH
Youl...




YOU'EE QUITE SURE
YOU FON'T WANT ME TO
WAIT HERE FoR “ou
MNQ --CEEEBUS
1S AFT TO BE

HERE FOR A

. e - .-.r*'- i
N e e o e .

SINCE THE TUEN OF THE CENTURY, THE ﬂ

cantne et oo caere [T
- )

j'.ﬂﬂwﬂ'““ll:.+]m

LORPE B CLANMELD MORE
LIVES THAN THE ZEVoLUTION
IN UPPER FELDA.,,

HEY! SCum Bh6!

OUER HEREY

THE INGLLT 18 NoT
PUCECTEDR AT ANYONE

IN PARTICULAR ...

w15 A
KESLLT. .,

s -'lf-":?:; 3
Rl
- .ﬂfh:fi?lﬁl ._.d_.. ’%
e | Ly ik A iy |
o sl *’*iﬁ-ﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁ-ﬁ%

| R Tt e T Lo
s mwﬁﬁx'ffm‘bﬁ?%mhﬁ%ﬁ sl fﬁ% T

4 :L-'-E- s I--“‘- ‘:-'I'i'-'.ﬁ:r'.‘j-'.-sn’._-:‘-\. '-3-:- H‘r’fﬂ:ﬂiﬁq_r; _rli-.l-'::f‘ ...q*-.h.h.-.:r'_ru-._ uhar

i R b B o A ST
i e G
: e i ".:_ T

i
B e -
" T .;,11-'?:..:'”“" =1
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EVERYINE TAKES FOP £ MOAIENT,
/T PERSONALLY, : ' THE ENTIRE TAVEEN
: ; /5 LEATHLY S/LENT..

| PULL HI%
1 EARS OFF/

BEEAK THE
LITTLE 4 r

IN HALF,.!
—~ | CKIFFLE
W’

IMPOSSIBLE 0PFS: MENTALLY
UNBALANCED Flgs; CEAMPED
GQUARTERS FoE A ool
PUNCH-UF,..

PLICE !

A oy x}x
J 1

|||;'| .-' u
||'|“1 "u‘l‘

7% A &ET
7EAP! | Bacy/

I
Iﬂ.]'llurl_ \ r rarent 1]

‘h“liu' J ”I-'

AND PEOFLE SAY
IEST HAS NO

NMEHT LIFE ..
L AT
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CEFEBUS THOUGHT
| THE MOCK POLICE
‘rg NVEVER CAME INTO

THE EAMS LORRS, .,

=

I
o = i

.
=
n

PUCECTIVE TWENTY-THREE StASH A" FANKING
LIPLOMATIE REPRESENTATNE 0F ANY S0UTHERN
CITY - BTATE, LINPER FROTECTION OF AND/OR
OBEERVATION BY IESTAN E0VERNMENT FOREES
INCLUBING CITV-8LARPS, BORILIEH CONSTABULARY
OR BUCH INTEENAL SECUEITY FORCES A5 ARE
PEENEP NECESSAEY BY THE EXVERNMENT.,
SHAL BE APPRESSER AT ALl TIMES 45

R ORI,
DIHZECTIVE TWENTY- THFEE SLASH "B RANKING

CIFLOMATIC KEFRESENTATIVE /s To BE

HOPEESEER ONLY BY THE HIGHEST FANKING MEMEER
OF TESTAN GOVEENMENT FORCE IN QLESTION

I'M AFRAIC WE LosT SIGHT oF YOUR CAB ABOUT
THREE BLOCKS FREOW HERE ., SHALL T REFDET
OURE FAILURE TO KEEF UFP WITH YoU ANF HAE

THE MEN RJESEE, M'LogpZ

é 4 b

WHAT I
You CALL

CHFTAIN HILL-HOPGES =

ULTEREIRONT SEECIAL
SECURITY, Mlorp !

NOT LINLESS
CEEEEL S CETS
T0 PO THE FLOGBING
HIMSELF,

CEREBUS 15 GOING T
G0 BACK TO His HOTEL ...

EIGHT You ARE, WLORD
IT WiLL JUST TAKE TEM
MINUTES TD ASSIEN YOl

A ZECURTY TEAN,

I'M S0RRY, MLoR D --
FIEECTINE TWENTY -
THEEE sSLASH “¢C"
SPECIFICALLY FORBIDS
PANKING DIPLOMBTIC ... _ — GOOD. THAT WILL 8IVE

T - ' CEEEBUS A TEN-MINUTE

HEADP-START,,,
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THIS 15 A DANGEROYS CITY -- AT ANY
NOMENT, A 6AN& OF PRUNKEN THUESS
CoUuLP COME AT YOU FEOM oUT OF

NOWHERE -- [//C/olls COWARPS
WITHOLIT BCRUFLES OR,,

IT'S BEEN A
AP LAY,
CAPTAIN ...
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Dear Deni:

Now that I've had a chance to read CEREBUS #23 which arrived
yesterday, I'd like to offer a few comments on it and more on
CEREBUS in general. | think this is your best issue yet. The cover,
the interior art, the story -- all seem to be at a slightly higher level
of quality than anything you've done before, though you may
have had stories that were funnier or more dramatic. This seems
to be the best blend of all the elements that go togetherto make a
work really satisfying.

But -- on the whole, | agree with Dennis Summer’s criticism on
your letters page. | haven't felt strongly enough about this to
comment on it before, but you've had a number of unsatisfying
transitions from one plot to another, leaving too many points
unanswered. | know that you consider CEREBUS to be a humor
magazine in a superficially-dramatic format, rather than an
actual adventure strip; but what counts i1s whether the reader
feels satisfied with the way the story is presented, and the overall
impression that several stories have left is that they were good
but that they had a few very noticeable rough spots that should've
been worked on more carefully. You yourself talk in this letter
column about introducing coherent plots to comic book humor;
these "cheap” transitions damage your coherence. (Besides,
with all due respect, | think that Carl Barks has to be
acknowledged as having regularly produced coherent plots in
humorous comic books for many years. His classic DONALD
DUCK and UNCLE SCROOGE stories such as “Lost in the
Andes” and "The Golden Helmet" are certainly neither straight
adventure strips nor theatre-of-the-absurd comedies.)

Twice now you've put Cerebus in command of mighty armies
bent on conquest and then separated him from them & destroyed
them offstage. (Issues 9 & 22.) The first time it was okay, but the
second instance struck me as being both repetitious and an
unsatisfactory resolution to the question of how Cerebus was
going to handle his personal relationships with both the T'Gitans
and with Lord Julius. In fact, in the letter column inissue 19 Dave
said he wanted to make the T'Gitan assault on Palnu as realistic
as possible, which led me to expect a really dynamic climax to
that story after all the build-up to it was completed. Instead it's
dismissed in a single offhand reference to an offstage event in
issue 22. When | read that | frankly wondered whether President
Weisshaupt -was lying in order to retain Cerebus’ services, and
that Cerebus would eventually find himself still in time for the
T'Gitan-Palnan confrontation; but issue 23 makes it look as
though you really have finished with that story completely & are
going on to something else. So even though the moment-to-
moment action in the last several issues has been quite
satisfying, I'm irritated that the Palnu adventure seems to have
been abandoned rather than resolved.

| fully share Summers’ feelings on your transition from#20 to#21
The complaint isn’t over the transition itself --it's an excellent
shock and | like shocks in my leisure reading -- but the fact that
there's never any explanation for it. | like mysteries when they're
solved at the end of the story, not when they leave major
questiones unanswered. How and why did Cerebus get moved
from Togith to Beduin? You might be able to come up with some
snappy, humorous reply to this, but it'll take more than that to
make me, the reader, feel really satisfied. Summers is right; what-
ever you may have thought you were doing, it looks like you just
wrote yourself into a corner and took acheap way out rather than
really solving the problem of how to get Cerebus away from the
Cirinists. And that cheapens the whole story.

As a reader I'm also unsatisfied with the way you've dropped Lord
Julius from the story. Not over his being dropped, but the casual
way that you've done it. If he'd just disappeared after issue 16,
-when Cerebus left Palnu, that would've been perfectly natural.
After all, Cerebus is the focal point of the magazine and the
reader wouldn't expect to see Lord Julius continue on stage after
Cerebus moves on. But Lord Julius did continue on stage. For the
- next three issues you kept flashing back to him in "Meanwhile, in

Palnu...." asides, which led your audience to expect that he would
continue to be pertinent to Cerebus’ adventures -- or that, at the
least, we could look forward to an enjoyably exciting
confrontation between Lord Julius and Lord Gorce for the
control of Palnu. Instead this subplot seems to have fizzied out
completely. I'm sure you haven't totally abandoned such a
popular character as Lord Julius, and | won't be surprised if (to
suggest one possibility) Cerebus eventually runsinto himin exile
and undertakes to restore him to power in Palnu. But that willbe a
new adventure. My whole point is that, as a reader, | had been
looking forward with anticipation during the past few issuestoa
confrontation between Lord Julius and Cerebus with Cerebus as
the commander of the T'Gitan horde, or to a confrontation
between Lord Julius and Lord Gorce with or without Cerebus on
the scene. Now | have a feeling of dissatisfaction over the way
you seem to have just forgotten about this subtheme. It smacks of
sloppiness rather than conscious planning.

| was also left with a feeling that there was something not quite
right about Cerebus’ abandonment of Weisshaupt at the
conclusion of #22. Granted that Cerebus might be peeved by
Weisshaupt's condescension toward him, he still seemed to have
stronger reasons of self-interest to support Weisshaupt -- the
offer of a comfortable position of powerin Weisshaupt's cabinet -
- than to let this opportunity disintegrate and become a lonely
refugee. And, as | said, | was also left with a feeling of wrongness
over the whole transition from #20 to #21; both over the
unexplained nature of (& lack of reason for) that transition, and
over the fact that it left Cerebus’ relationship with the Cirinists
and the lllusionists.unresolved.

Maybe the problem is in me for wanting CEREBUS to be more of
an adventure book and less of a humor book than it's intended to
be. But these lapses of continuity seem to be due to poorly
thought-out plotting more than to the fact that CEREBUS is
supposed to be a humor magazine. | realize that Dave isdoing a
superhuman job of writing already, but if he can devote just a bit
more seriousness to covering all the loose ends in a story, rather
than feeling that they don't matter because CEREBUS isn't a
serious adventure title, the result will be greater reader
satisfaction.

Best,

Fred Patten
11863 West Jefferson Bivd.
Culver City, Calif. 90230

| concede your point on Carl Barks, only insofar as single
issues go. With all do respect to you, | don't believe Barks had a
coherent world-view of the imaginary characters he was creating
that remained faithful to the previous issue’s continuity (i.e.
Donald Duck’s sudden appearance as a Museum Guard in “The
Golden Helmet"” does not continue in the next story. Profession,
disposition, environment and social status were manipulated
from issue to i1ssue as called for by the single issue plot. | try to
maintain the reality from issue toissue. | enhance the reality, but |
never arbitrarily change it for convenience sake).

“Mighty armies"” is your phrase, not mine. The Conniptins were
enthusastic, and within their own limited framework, probably
quite an adequate army, but come on! Look at lest ( their ultimate
target) as depicted in this issue. It's a city for heaven's sake. It
would be like taking a band of snarky shepherds with good sword
arms out of Scotland and racing south to lay siege to London.
Ditto for the T'Gitans. It was a unique alliance that had been
forged. largely by the diplomatic proficiency of Gudre, between
several T'Gitan tribes. With the reduced troop strength reaching
crisis proportion in Palnu and its territories, they had a very very
small but real chance of making it to the city gates. They had an
even smaller chance of getting inside, but who knows? Perhaps
under cover of darkness or in the middle of a bad storm. The
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introduction of the Lord Gorce character changed the whole
complexion of the matter. The T'Gitans didn't stand a chance
once he had all the armies he needed -- needed in the sense of
decided over-kill. Gorce wasn't going to stop until he had the
T'Gitans facing absolutely impossible odds.

This, of course, raises the question: What was | trying to
accomplish? Foremost, | was using the armies as an illustration
of Cerebus’ complete lack of expertise in the area. You mistake
the Earth-pig’'s enthusiasm (Essentially no better thought out
than "Hot Diggety! A good scrap!”) for cold, analytical strategy.
This was a viewpoint | was trying to illustrate in recent issues.
Cerebus' wariness of getting swept up into someone else’s
quarrel. Remember, he couldn't find any flaw in Gudre's plan.
even though it was flawed to the degree that Lord Gorce made
quick work of the T'Gitan hordes. He is learning to nat trust his
instincts when it comes to picking an army to fight with. His
instincts in that area are not particularly good.

I'm afraid the letters page reference in #19 falls under the
category of Dave Sim and His Big Mouth. | now avoid plotting my
next few issues on the letters page. Suffice to say the emergence
of Lord Julius  popularity as a character and a revived interest on
my part in charting more of what conspires in the bizarre city of
Palnu, made the whole idea of just filling the streets with corpses

while T'Gitans sack the city unappealing in the extreme. .

Combined with the improbability of such an occurence (as
described above) this made me shift the direction of the Palnu
story onto a new tangent (this issue should give you an idea of
how Palnu's impact on Cerebus’ life continues). |

The problem of how Cerebus got from Togith to Beduin has
already been worked out. | could explain it all here, but since it
involves people you haven't met, disciplines | haven't touched on
and power groups on the very fringes of Estarcion society that
haven't nearly been revealed even fragmentally. | doubt that you
would derive as much entertainment value from it as you will by
just being patient and reading each issue as it comes out. How
would you have liked it if | had revealed on the letters page in#14
that Jaka was Lord Julius' niece? Would have made the ending to
#16 something of a clunker wouldn't it? The situation is
comparable. Believe me.

Sloppiness. indeed. If | had signed an agreement with my fans
at the outset of Cerebus’ run, promising to wrap up every plot
development within six issues, then | think you might have a case.
To re-iterate -- I'm going to be doing Cerebus for another twenty-
three years. | could have kept Lord Julius in the book long past
issue #16. I think that issue (lo use it again as an example)
illustrates the kind of character I'm trying to develop for Lord
Julius. His presence is all over this issue even though he never
makes an appearance and is only referred to in the most general
way. A power struggle between Lord Julius and Lord Gorce?
Hardly likely. Gorece is a lightweight, suffering from the same
myopia as Cerebus. The world of Estarcion is in the middle of a
greal social upheaval. There is great wealth and the rise of the
merchant class is making all these chaps with the big armies
something of the past. If Lord Gorce tried to wrest power from
Lord Julius, he would be trying to buck the largest inter-related
old-boy network on the continent. Lord Julius pays his armies
well and his bureaucrats even better. And if Lord Gorce thought
that defeating a bunch of uncouth barbarians from the north was
going to win him power by acclamation, he was not facing the
fact that virtually the whole population of Palnu is either directly
or indirectly employed by the government. With Lord Julius’
rotating bureaucracy (you can see someone else’s experience
with it in this issue's Scorz monologue) his chances of finding
somewhere to drive the thin end of his revolutionary wedge were
two-fold: slim-and nill. The result is a paralysis on his part, but not
a complete loss of influence. Like most of the rebels in Palnu he
will be facing the dilemma of being independent and powerless
or acquiescent and influential.

Weisshaupt was a millionaire nut. He is not unlike the current
spate of 19th century conservatives who fligure you can run a
country like a corporation. Once his face was known and there

was no hope for Elrod to assist in getting his activities
sanctioned, he was only going one place; military jail and then
the gallows. The Military Government of Lower Felda doesn’t
tolerate any movement from the private sector into their domain;
governing. Cerebus had nothing to gain by staying with
Weisshaupt.

The Cirinists are the most recent incarnation of the original
matriarchal society that once dominated Estarcion. They have a
foothold now that they have formed the revolutionary
government of Upper Felda, but almost everywhere else on the
map, they are either a grudgingly tolerated or rabidly persecuted
minority. Likewise the lllusionists. The key word here is under-
ground. Cerebus could be bumping into hard-core lllusionists
and Cirinists every day and not know it. While for their part, the
two groups will be having a hard time since issue #20 trying to
find the Earth-pig. No matter how anyone tries to describe
Cerebus physically to someone else. they never picture him
looking like he does. Would you? For his part. Cerebus woke up
from a bad situation and found himself out of immediate danger.
What would you have done in his situation? Gone back to find out
how you escaped? | doubt it. Look on issue #20 as an
introduction to a whole new strata of Estarcion society seldom
understood or even seen by the members of that socrety. His
relationship to the two groups will emerge from time to time. but
bear in mind that these are secrel societies and an overkill on
information is only going to hurt the credibility of the idea.

Above all, | would ask all of the readers of Cerebus to remem-
ber that Cerebus himself is trying to learn to adapt to a world not
only he never made -- but one that very few individuals have man-
aged toadapt to gradefully. His simple pursuit of money. physical
comfort and frivolous pasttimes is becoming something of an
albaftross in the thriving new capitalism -- itbecomes too easy for
him to achieve his goals because his sites are set so low. The
reaction at the moment is restlessness and a basic rejection of
everything new in his new society. Whether Cerebus molds the
environment to suit his needs or whether the society manages to
change Cerebus (he hasn't slept in a tree since issue #5) is what
't be exploring for the next two hundred and seventy-fourissues.
| hope you'll be here, Fred
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“While the invoice books do provide a good snapshot of the early history of the Direct Market - which sub-distributors were buying from

which distributors and in what quantities, as an example - immediately prior to the first appearance of Diamond Comic Distributors, they
don't exactly make for "gripping

first issue" reading, so they will be
featured os a final Appendix here
in HIGH SOCIETY DIGITAL
somewhere up

around issue 25." % A~
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CEROBUS ARCHIVE

“I'm not sure what | was writing this for.
The reference to Southern Dutchess News -
the same printer that was doing ELFQUEST -

- narrows it down to the three pre-HIGH

SOCIETY issues since No.26 was the first

issue printed by Preney Print & Litho.”
- Dave Sim

Ballpoint pen sketch done
in association with the 2012
KickStarter Compaign,
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“Kind of a jarring pre-Cirinist depiction
reference to black hoods and eye slits.
From the description, I'm guessing this is
in reference to No.23's "The Beguiling".
Which is where the name of the Toronto
comic shop came from although | doubt

they'd admit fo it these days.”
- Dave Sim

Bollpgint pen sketch done
in mﬁlulm with the 2012

KickStarter Compaign.
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CEROBUS ARCHIVE

“Abill from Southern Duchess News. = - Soiin i SRS, -
Shoold s you nn aa of kow prof ekl 1. SN e it U R
the Direct Market was at that time.”

-
-Dave Sim ;;: PUBLISHERS COF:

| arrinoens FaLes sworeen e, | SOUTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS BEACON FREE PRESS |

SPACKENKILL SENTINEL

R o B M e A R AR S O e o D G B W e G it

84 EAST MAIN STREET
WAPPINGERS FALLS, NEW YORK 12590
PHONE 914 297-3723

e
= E—————— —_—

February 25, 1981
Aardvark-Vanaheim

January 16, 198l: No. 23/1 "The Beguiling" S 912.50
Shipping Charges 197.66
Return of "Diamondback" (Priority Mail) 15.00
$1,125.16
January 23, 19Bl: "Swords" \ $1,303.00
Shipping Charges 137.82
Folding of Cerebus Covers ) 70.00
$1,520,82
TOTAL $:£_,Ed5.'§iﬂ
PAID $1,000.00 February 24, 198l Balance £1,645.98
Ballpoint pen sketch done T S B e S B v B U= - e R s S I T
in ossociation with the 2012
KickStarter Compaign. ESTIMATED CHARGES for No. 24 "Swamp Sounds"” (The Beguiling, Part 2)
24 pages, 12,200 copies $ 861.50
Composition 51.00
Shipping Charges ___197.66
Total $1,110.16
f._:-#; el L] Y
Iy ,
IH'.._:' I_ ‘ A r =N A k;j-’:{ r:'f; | £ 4
'Lﬂig_ - 5 = : £ )
et = =
&
T
> AT e
s |00 ) e |
O e B s =T}
Aetotoc: - b s of o sy “Deni's handwritten notes on getting
' 56 T T S TN s quotes from other printers. We really
e H3 =g | weren't getting along with Southern

Dutchess News - the washed out greens on
the cover of No.25 were the last straw. This
fars is Gerhard's first appearance in the Archive
: (misspelled as "Gerhart") where I've given
her a list of things | needed from the

&S — loversuille, Ny Artstore in Waterloo where he was working
e N R at the time. Apt. 1401 was his favourite
| ru';— " . Bk place fo deliver supplies because | used to

tip him with a joint or two.”

- Dave Sim
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“Deni's rough draft of a letter to David

Peck of Southern Dutchess News. We had
gotten damaged copies from Phil Seuling's
SeaGate Distributors and wanted some kind
of compensation - which wasn't
forthcoming. You have to learn that it's all
part of the cost of doing business. You
replace damaged books and eat the cost.”

- Dave Sim
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aCPROBUS ARCHIVE

“Like | say, we just weren't getting along. Probably had a lot to do with the fact that ELFQUEST came out three fimes a year and sold

something like 60,000 copies while CEREBUS came out monthly and sold barely enough copies to keep from being really aggravating for
a good-sized printer.”

F

s i s

- Dave Sim

i

S A,

e e T i S

wapPINGERS FALLS sHoprer inc. | SOUTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS BEACON FREE PRESS

PUBLISHERS OF:

SPACKENKILL SENTINEL

T T T T T Y R T

]

0 B S o i

84 EAST MAIN STREET
WAPPINGERS FALLS, NEW YORK 12590

PHONE 914 297-3723

[ e e — — —— —

February 25, 1981

Aardvark Vanaheim
221 Queen St. South
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada N2G1lW5

Attn: Denise Sim
Dear Denilse:

Upon reviewing our original agreement, we find tha? we were to receive
payment for each job as it was shipped. At this time, we have not
received payment for all of the work that we have done.

Although we had originally planned to ship No. 24 upon receipt of
the $1,000. transfer, the length of time for the $1,000. to arrive
was much longer than anticipated. If we ship No. 24, we find our-
selves with an equally large debt and very little to encourage you
to make payment.

We must, therefore, withhold shipment of No. 24 until all previnug
bills are paid and No. 24 is paid for. A copy of your statement 1s

enclosed.

Sincerely,

Al Osten

Vice President
AO/mb
Enc.
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“We were also finding out how much fun
doing business across the border could be -
which is why we started looking for
Canadian printers.”

- Dave Sim

B Ballpoint
P - in association with the 2012
KickStarter Compaign.
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“Form letter from Mike Friedrich who had given me my first big break in ‘Groundlevel comics’ (as we were then called) in QUACK! A short
story | had written, drawn by Fabio Gasbarri, called ‘I'm God’ had made Mike's short list of GREATEST HITS which was very flattering.”

- Dave Sim

e
a‘g‘ -
W T

19 January 1981

o T 1
P P, F
Dear Contributors, ;;i"

Well, this is it. Except for those of you who are appearing
in STAR*REACH GREATEST HITS, this is the last rovyalty/sales
statement you'll be getting from me. Throughout 1980 I
"remaindered" all of the comics inventory. Most of it was
sold at 10¢ apeece, though some at higher prices (a weighted
average of about 12¢ apiece).

Since I never anticipated this contingency when we signed our
contracts, the way I figured the royalties was to take 25% of
ny income and declare that the royalty (the 10% of cover price
royalty that we agreed to was that percentage of the amount I
collected--i.e., 40% of cover price--when things operated on

a regular basis). Naturally, if you have any questions as to
how any of the § figures were arrived at on the statement, let
me know.

Those of you in the GREATEST HITS book will continue to receive
annual statements until it's sold out; I'll also report any foreign sales.

I want to thank all of you for your contributions, large and
small. I'm very aware of the financlal sacrifices you made

in working for me and I appreciate them. Your efforts have
wedged open a small but growing market for alternative,
independent comics in which the creators participate in the
rewards (and risk) all the way down the line, Xsxmxmmr as well
as retaining more creative control.over their work. The effects
of your efforts continue to ripple throughout the field and are
even now beginning to affect the major publishers.

I think it was worth it. And someday I'll be back. I hope you'll
still be there.

Best wishes , -
r ’{fi{

= G ﬁﬁj;ﬁ;Liﬁf
:/ |
/KAZ/E' “"L_.l_"

Mike

’/ﬂ f"_‘f:; {:,JJ:: égfq C{’ e
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“Colour cartoon/note from Frank Thorne. |
don't know where he found the time to do
these. He set a very high standard for the

professional /wannabe relationship, always

encouraging me and others, a standard I've
always tried to live up to.”
- Dave Sim

HIGH SOCIETY No.1 2012 page 43

“Unused Cerebus button design that didn't

make it to the lettering stage.”
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”I.Inuurld cover for SWORDS OF CEREBUS volume one, which reprinted four issues of CEREBUS at a fime and ran for six volumes. Done
with a combination of markers and pencil crayons.”

- Dave Sim

Bollpoint pen sketch done
in association with the 2012
KickStarter Compaign.
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“Letter from Bud Plant who was a sub-distributor for Phil Seuling on CEREBUS and is a notable purveyor of fine art books to this very day.”
- Dave Sim

26 February 1981

Aardvark Vanheim Press
48 Weber St. E.
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada N2H 1C5

Dear Dave & Denise,

I think you may be cutting your own throat with the price change to
$1.50. I've already gotten customer resistence to this, complaining
that the vast majority of other alternative comics are still $1.25
for more pages, usually 32 to 40 rather than 24. Dave explained that
printing costs have gone up. But that does not explain why everyone
else can produce comic¢s for less than yours, sometimes with smaller
press runs (usually 10,000).

The hardesﬁ“tﬁing_ﬁﬁf me to understand is that you raised your
print run due to ‘Pacific's and my larger orders. This would lower
your cost per book,

No matter how much you want or need to make out of a book, you have
to realize that at a certain point people will start resisting
Cerebus due to the price. $1.25 for 24 pages was a bit high but
since most other comics were the same price, most people would not
complain. But when you are charging more moriey for ‘less pages than
any other book...that's not being competitive. And you have to be
competitive with the number of books on the stands.

All of the above is based on my experience as a dealer. On a
strictly personal basis, I still feel screwed because (I was never
contacted about the change. Neither was Bill Shanes. We both

made deals that put us out on limbs in lorder to take more copies

based on the book as it was. We deserved to at least be“informed

of the change. 'Nuff said; please consider-this in the future

if any other changes come down. That we can work for you, you have
to work with us. |

A second point that I'd like to mention in concerning the
SWORDS OF CEREBUS. I'm happy to report that it is selling well
so far. Most of these sales were solicited in advance of publi-,
cation. I started with 1000 from Phil and have reordered another -
300 already. But I think you really short-changed your fans
with the cover of this. I thought the coloring was mediocre
and the title logo was almost an afterthought, still showing
paste-up lines and imperfections from freehand drawing.
I don't think this had near the quality that most people
expected; with just a little more effort you could have had
a 100% great) package.

.11

::;af{

7)ot

r.-..;._:—‘a. 5 ' T ; 7 3 ri I I--lll:'llj.f'.
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| began using notebooks to plot CEREBUS beginning with issue 20. | called the notebook my "albatross” since it was always with
me, a constant reminder of work | had to do. Plotting for HIGH SOCIETY began on page 135 of the 200-page "Albatross One'
lalthough much plotting of the various political factions takes place on the earlier pages and on - now long gone - scraps of
paper).

HIGH SOCIETY No.1 2012 page 47




aCeROBUS ARCHIVE  NOTEROOKS

ceeegul #ze Cmpeed, (981) "Hlin saery’

06 O (enctor § 6EMNG PALERES Fam SALE OF ARnSTS STUFE
WG MONEY AP MS LEACTAN T \T

. e
st Ungs Mines Mee(3) TUERS LS pNooere LAND o Twene

_ FSuuNAde EAING RIC NEW WD TWESE DANS
BAoy P (BT Lots oF PpeF &Née oN..
NILEL [eom AN UE'S BEEN USED B
MIIE CLASS -- MNCAIARKAN ASE “Houom!  INNY

phn Uerete el
Ne WSR2 U Lo

(

GUEST: QLR
8F Thaum 15
GojNs O BE
AoPuSNe DNE &F
My 1UEPNSE

—

eh? e w P BNE ViU kit il
Wi~ fae? kW 1 W40 - 1T OF s
NG UDT WAL -- oW fA4 YU

MG AT WATSL: QU \§ kAW YOO SPaND

,

Qi iiiedddddds

HSANB 1/26 - Original idea was to do an "Aardvarkian Age” Holiday Inn, a middle class hotel. Then | thought that having @
bath in your room would be a distinctly "upper class” thing at the time.
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HSANB 2/26 - Manservant in the original plofline (*smart ass kid but he knows what's going down”) who later became the desk
clerk of the "Holiday Inn" in issue 27. Plot problem: "businessmen, merchants, bankers, traders” would stay there, but not
"oliticians and bureaucrats" which were needed fo drive the plot forward.
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HSANB 3/26 - Sample exchange of dialogue on WHY Cerebus is seen as a key figure. | decided to skip that and leave it a bit
of mystery. There was no reason anyone would discuss it with him except in ferms of their personal experience [Skorz of Skorz,
Skorz & Sons).
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HSANB 4,/26 - More plotting of the "Holiday Inn" hotel "down the hill' "Don't want to spend the rest of me life 'down the hill', do
|, sir = no sir."). It was a variation of the Hamilton, Ontario reference to Hamilton locations on the top of the Niagara Escarpment

as "up the mountain" and those below the Escarpment as "down the mountain”.
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HSANB 5/26 - Cerebus easing into his bath. Too slow a moment when I'm trying to get things going. The snobbish desk clerk
begins fo take shape. Cerebus in his "hotel appropriate” garb. This is mostly what the plotting consisted of, doing things wreng so |
would know how to do them right.
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HSANB 6,/26 - Scorz "talk at Lord Julius, SEWAGE, SEWAGE, SEWAGE" began as “indoor plumbing”. | was always frying to
work how people envisioned Cerebus from the description: "long ears, pronounced lower jaw, flaring nostrils, large eyes, E%Drr
but abundant hair" and then having them picture someone who looked like this. Again, it was too slow for gefting things rolling. It
wasn't until CHURCH & STATE that | finally devoted a couple of pages to it.
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HSANB 7 /26 - More smmﬁle dialogue that was going nowhere except "overfeeding” the continuity junkies. Finally at the bottom
of the page, | disfill the problem: "3 guys shown to Cerebus, 1 page each, passionate, loves his work."
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HSANB 8/26 - "Road map” of all 20 pages while | roughed in the intro pages to the Hadden M. Hadden, Ned Greeley and
Skﬂrchmges. | wanted fo bring the unnamed kidnapper in on page 11. Then realized that that would be moving too fast and
moved the kidnapping up 10 pages to No.27. First idea for the SIX DEADLY SINS PORTFOLO: make it 6 instead of 7.
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HSANB @,/26 - Some obvious questions: "Why is he going to o more expensive place?" for which there was no answer, so | just
avoided it - which allowed me to plot up through page @ [which would usuDHRnget compacted from there as you can see: the @
ges have become 6 pages at the bottom of the page). First sketches of the Moon Roach [when he was originally "Corn King

oach” with a couple of ears of corn attached to his mask] and Artemis Strong. Sketch of Cerebus and the cab from later in the
story.
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HSANB 10/26 - Stray thoughts and sketches that weren't taking me anywhere - except that Cerebus had to go ballistic at some
paint.
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HSANB 11,/26 - The Skorz monologue, just the basic contents. Too dry and boring. That's when | decided to use the "Why you

not sell me rights tor Norway2" dialect | used to get in lefters seeking to do foreign franslations (an Aardvark-Vanaheim in-office
joke).
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HSANB 12/26 - Continuation of the original Skorz monologue segueing into the Carron, McKiel and Bennie [Karen McKiel's cat
was named Bennie) confrontation.

HIGH SOCIETY No.1 2012 page 59



aCPROBUS ARCHIVE NOTEBOOKS

Wy JUUsS & meunmes A LU

MDNE], Folt&aNs AN |NPNIVUAC Mo mBw 15 Prevéd 0

/ w

wneNey, P16 BUY (AN Luanpy Fesn' .

SEVIIN gfémw&ﬂr Wil BNE mmmﬁ? Ay OFPs, OVENGY)

PePT ZENNE EIES (Y HAL b6 PWAHETT 141412 mz fa*MWM“
gur IT comes Feotlips 1N N ANV TUpool

BaES ANY S0 k]

PALNON TUEME NareiC
6w OELE i wmmmer

lowee | UimrA ONBiem by
ol 8%

eow pleE

N G w50
™ N 80
et CeBRUNG 48
sl BIT 4
o N g -
Eﬁﬁ e GIr
AN COMBET
(gt parart
Bom|

M Now T 0EbA] ST INSST TUAS YolU Awous

Me 1) BNy W ome UeSeirAuny .

PETOL. Ma 1K BNt 6FEN UAT WE ENTDY) U8 PrESelile
7 5o EnMneNt A Woup UK NS \WRSELE &5 e

IF OUVE/CREN | L ) LT Tuids ke I ThheE A e
Ve

HSANB 13/26 - Getting bogged down in calculating the relative value of Estarcion's various currencies and having Cerebus
expound upon it - which, of course, he wouldn't do. Stray thought on Holiday Theme Horror Movies like HALLOWEEN and

FRIDAY THE 13TH - a horror version of ALCE IN WONDERLAND called "Happy UnBirthday" which you could go and see any
day of the year that your birthday wasn't on. Working out Carron's dialogue.
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HSANB 14,/26 - This is the sort of stuff | would write when | was partway into firming up the issue's continuity. One- and tworine
distillations in the hopes that | could do the same with the pages | hadn't written yet. The fransitions aren't there yet but I've got it
fi?ured out up to page 18 including a very rough skeich of the Ram's lords Tavern melee (I switched the bag of fertilizer for a bag
of flour).
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HSANB 15/26 - Capt. GillHodges when it was still a dir::lc::?ue. Having him just read out the regulations helped compress the
multi-page sequence info a couple of panels. At the bottom of the page, working out the story title logo and compositions of the
splash page - sfill trying to come up with a reason that he would go fo an expensive hotel like The Regency.
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HSANB 16/26 - Cerebus button design that never got past the rough design stage. Cerebus slo?gin% his way into the Regency
and my last attempt at coming up with a reason tor him to go to an expensive hotel. lower right: first sketch ot Astoria.
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HSANB 1/SW?2 - This was really all the plotting | needed to do for the SWORDS volume 2 back-up story “The Moming After”
which Joe Rubinstein would ink.
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HSANB 2,/SW?2 - Sample dialogue for "The Morning After’ CLERK: Most unusual. Short grey chap just came in and bought a half-
before it became a completely si%enf lexcept for the sound foot of fox fur...
effects) strip: BOSS: What's unusual about that?

CLERK: He rolled it up, stuck it in his mouth, chewed on it for a few
seconds and spit it out.

BLACK ZEPPELIN logo which is pretty close to what Gene Day ended
up using for his anthology title.
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HSANB 17/26 - OUT OF THE DEPTHS logos. Gene Day was ~ CEREBUS: {with head in vice) A lifile harder.

D'G”{?EHQ to revive the moribund digest comic. "The Morning BLACKSMITH: If's your 'alfcrown, mate...I'll do it 'til you squirt if you
Atter" outline in lower left, pre-silent strip treatment. [wani]

End of issue 26 in pencil, bottom centre.
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